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“The best neighborhood in LA 
County!”

Sept 26, 2023



Agenda for Tonight’s Meeting
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM

• 7:00 PM – 7:02 PM  Quick introductions and welcome

• 7:02 PM – 7:17 PM  ACONA COMMUNITY QUESTIONS
Nic Arnzen, Altadena Town Council Council and ACONA Planning

• 7:17 PM – 7:37  PM   SCE upgrades in the Meadows
- David Ford, Government Relations Manager SCE

• 7:37 PM – 7:57  PM Water During Fire Season 
- Nina Jazmadarian, General Manager Foothill Municipal Water District 

7:57  PM – 8:30  PM Q&A

• 8:30 PM   Meeting end



Your ACONA Team
- Elliot Gold - Holly Rundberg
- Nina Ehlig - Carlotta Martin
- Ellen Walton - Sussy Nemer
- Nic Arnzen
- Captain Jabari Williams



ACONA COMMUNITY 
QUESTIONS

Nic Arnzen, Altadena Town Council



Since you asked…









POLYTECHNIC PLANS 
SUBMISSION TO COUNTY
Estimated for mid to late October





https://pw.lacounty.gov/rmd/parkwaytrees



BEARWISE.ORG

Never Feed Or Approach Bears

. 

Secure Food, Garbage And Recycling

Remove Bird Feeders When Bears Are Active

Never Leave Pet Food Outdoors

it. 

Clean And Store Grills, Smokers

Alert Neighbors To Bear Activity







BEAR CART PROGRAM FAQ
Background on the program/carts

- This program is being rolled out as a safety precaution for both Altadena and Kinneloa Mesa 
residents and bears. Traditional bear carts are easy for bears to open, and this can lead to frequent 
visits and increased bear-human interactions and property damage. These carts will securely latch 
closed to keep bears out but are able to be opened by humans with the press of a lever. 

Want more than one bear cart in each color

- Due to initial supplies being limited, the program is only able to provide one bear-resistant cart in 
black, blue, and green per household. Once the initial roll out is complete, additional carts will be 
available.

Already have a bear cart through Athens

- Residents that currently have a bear-resistant cart do not need to sign-up for the program. Carts 
will be delivered to you as the program is rolled out.  Newer Athens black bear carts in good 
condition, will not be replaced; however, customers will receive a blue and green bear cart.  Older 
model or damaged bear carts will be replaced with a new cart.  

Bear cart delivery process

- With initial supplies being limited, roll-out of these bear carts have begun in phases, starting in 
areas with heaviest bear intrusion being serviced first. The program will gradually expand until 
everyone who has signed up has received a bear-resistant cart. Customers who sign up for the 
program will receive updates on when the program is rolling out in their area.  Delivery started in late 
July and will continue until completion.  Halfway done so likely till the end of the year.  After that they 
will continue fulfilling new requests.



BEAR CART PROGRAM FAQ 
continued

Roll out service
- Signing up for the program will not impact residents who already have roll-out service; in 
fact, people with disabilities and seniors may request roll-out service at no additional charge. 
Bear carts are only available at this time in 96-gallon carts, so seniors with 32-gallon carts 
may upgrade to the larger size and still retain their senior discount. Smaller-size bear-
resistant carts will be available later.



Thank You
● Nic Arnzen

nic.arnzen@altadenatowncouncil.org



SCE Upgrades in the 
Meadows

David Ford, Government Relations Manager 
Southern California Edison













Thank You

David.A.Ford@SCE.com



Water During Fire Season

Nina Jazmadarian, General 
Manager Foothill Municipal 

Water District



Who We Are & 
What We Do
• Imported Water 
Wholesaler/Special District 
– Incorporated 1952
• Member agency of MWD
• Infrastructure
• District office located in La 
Cañada, CA

269/26/2023



• About 85% 
of Altadena’s 
water is from 
local 
supplies

• Groundwater 
levels low

279/26/2023



28

MWD Service Area Supplies

Source:  MWDSC 9/26/2023



Droughts are more impactful.  
Temperature variations are 
greater.  Wildfire season is 
lasting longer.

9/26/2023 29



Responsibilities of Retail 
agencies for Fire Suppression

• Retail agencies Size their systems for additional Flows 
required for Fires. These capital facilities include water 
storage, larger diameter pipes and fire hydrants.

• However, Agencies cannot size a system for a large 
wildfire Event as we have seen in the area such as the 
station fire. The cost and impacts on water Rates would 
be unaffordable.

• The Fire Department recognizes this fact and is prepared 
to fight such large fires with chemical suppression and 
other avenues.

309/26/2023



Water Agency Preparations

• Continuously Testing fire Hydrants to Ensure they are in Working Order
• Monitoring Water Storage to Ensure Ample Storage to Fight Fires
• During Red Flag Warnings, will increase storage further
• Table Top Exercises with Local Emergency Personnel Including Fire 

Department

319/26/2023



What can you do to Help

• Consumers can Redesign their Landscapes to help 
deter wildfires from spreading to their homes.

• Los Angeles County Fire Department has a 
Brochure in how to create a Defensible Area Around 
your home called Ready! Set! Go! Which discusses 
Living in the Wildland Urban Interface.  
https://fire.lacounty.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2023/06/Ready-set-
go_06062023_NoBleed_Page-Does-not-include-
Zone-0.pdf

329/26/2023

https://fire.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Ready-set-go_06062023_NoBleed_Page-Does-not-include-Zone-0.pdf
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Agency Website
• Water Agency 

Website for Water 
Savings Plants 
including Fire 
Resistant Plants

• https://www.foothill.wa
tersavingplants.com/fi
re-wise.php

• Other Plants, Look 
Under Plant Name, 
Design Tab, Special 
Uses to see if Fire 
Resistant

339/26/2023

https://www.foothill.watersavingplants.com/fire-wise.php
https://www.foothill.watersavingplants.com/fire-wise.php
https://www.foothill.watersavingplants.com/fire-wise.php


MWD Turf 
Replacement 
– Residential 

Source:  MWDSC 349/26/2023



MWD Rebates -
Residential

• Premium High Efficiency Toilet - $40
• High Efficiency Clothes Washer - $85
• Sprinkler Nozzles - $2
• Rain barrels - $35
• Cisterns - $250, $300, $350
• Irrigation Controller -$80
• Soil Moisture Sensor - $80
• Leak Detection - $100

Source:  MWDSC 35
Max Rebates based on cost of purchase

9/26/2023



Additional Foothill Rebates

Spray to Drip -
$0.25 per square 
foot converted

Residential 
Water Audit – no 
cost

Laundry to 
Landscape – up 
to $500

Photos licensed by CC-SA 369/26/2023



Rebates -
websites

• Metropolitan –
– https://socalwatersmart.com - rebates
– https://www.bewaterwise.com

• Foothill - https://www.fmwd.com/rebates

379/26/2023

https://socalwatersmart.com/
https://www.bewaterwise.com/
https://www.fmwd.com/rebates


Questions?

Student Art by Blake Ngai 
Mountain View Elementary

389/26/2023



• Nina Jazmadarian, General Manager 
Foothill Municipal Water District

• nina.jaz@fmwd.com





Questions?



Next ACONA Meeting
• Nov. 29, 2023 Wednesday


