
Altadena Coalition of 
Neighborhood 

Associations (ACONA) 
Let’s keep Altadena 

 “The best neighborhood in LA 
County”! 

May 28, 2019 



Agenda for Tonight’s Meeting 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

•  7:00 PM – 7:05 PM  Quick introductions and welcome 

•  7:05 PM – 7:10 PM  Extension of Deadline to Register Fences and Hedges  
–  Ai-Viet Huynh and Alex Garcia, LA County Dept. of Regional Planning 
 

•  7:10 PM – 7:30 PM Search & Rescue in Altadena (helicopters, etc) 
   –  Alex Canchola and Dan Paige Altadena Sheriff's Station 

 
•  7:30 PM –7:40 PM Update on Water in Altadena (after the rains) 

–  Melvin Matthews, General Manager, Kinneloa Irrigation District 
 
•  7:40 PM – 8:00 PM Devil's Gate Reservoir Restoration Project Update 

   –  Brittany Barker & Steve Burger LA County Public Works 
  
•  7:36 PM – 8:30 PM Open discussion Q&A 

 
•  8:30 PM   Meeting end 



Your ACONA Team 

-  Elliot Gold   -  Holly Rundberg 
-  Nina Ehlig   -  Carlotta Martin 

-  Melody Comfort  - Sussy Nemer  
-  Ellen Walton   



•  7:05 PM – 7:10 PM  Extension of 
Deadline to Register Fences and 
Hedges 
– Ai-Viet Huynh LA County Dept. of Regional 

Planning 
–   Alex Garcia LA County Dept. of Regional 

Planning 
 







Contact us with Questions 

•  Ai-Viet Huynh 
– AHuynh@planning.lacounty.gov 

•  Alex Garcia 
– agarcia@planning.lacounty.gov 



7:10 PM – 7:30 PM Search & Rescue 
in Altadena (helicopters, etc) 

•  Alex Canchola and Dan Paige Altadena 
Sheriff's Station 



Altadena Mountain Rescue 
Team 

Altadena Sheriff’s Station 



August 1951, 17-year-old Walter Weirick 
strayed from a trail in Bailey Canyon, and 
slipped into a ravine, breaking his back and 
leaving him wedged upside down in a rock 
crevice. Found alive after 3 days. 
Sierra Madre / Altadena / San Dimas formed 
after. 
 



Areas Covered 

•  Angeles National Forest 
•  City of Pasadena  
•  Altadena 
•  L.A. County Parks 



Types of calls for service 

•  Injured hikers 
•  Alzheimer's Patients 
•  Despondent persons   
•  Missing Children 
•  Lost Hikers 
•  Developmentally delayed  
•  Disaster Related  (mud slide / air crashes) 
•  Response to Criminal-Related Incidents

  





Initial steps in missing person search 

•  Attempt to re-contact informant/missing 
person 

•  Initial interview  (leading questions) 
•  Hasty search 
•  Common places people are found 
•  Evaluate search urgency 
•  Cell phone forensics  
•  Determine probable search area… 

 



Probable Search Area 

•  Subject profile 
•  Weather profile 
•  Equipment profile (downhill bike/hiker/

road) 
•  Subject experience profile 
•  Terrain and hazards profile 
•  History of incidents in this area 



Second day of large search 

•  Establish proper command post 
•  Spontaneous rescuers  
•  Media 
•  Non-Emergency Personnel 
•  Self Dispatched Agencies or Individuals 
•  Search Dogs 
•  Isolation of Family  



Hazards 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Fell from ATV 



*Rock	fell		and	struck	head,	shoulder	then	finger,	crushing	bone			



Poison	Oak	appears	different	at	certain	
times	of	the	year		



Poodle-Dog	Bush	









Frostbite,	Rain,	Sunburn	travel	
greatly	reduced	



Coyote	Canyon,	extremely	loose	
crumbly	rock	and	NO	TRAIL	



Video	



Video	



Video	



Road	is	blocked	after	rain	



Special	vehicles	are	needed	to	access	most	areas	



Four	wheel	drive	small	vehicles	



Video	



Video	



Other Assignments 



Assist	in	evacuations	in	mountainous	areas	and	trails	



Teaching	youth	mountain	safety			



Out	of	county	in	Joshua	Tree	



Providing	medical	care	for	a	run	at	Hahamongna	Park	



Assisting	with	
injured	dogs	



Searching	for	dogs	who	have	
fallen	off	trail	



Video	



Rescue	teams	train	with	other	trams	and	fire	department		



We	service	18	square	miles	with	approximately	69.9	miles	of	
marked	trails	of	which	37.7	can	be	driven.		Approximately	32.7	
miles	of	marked	dirt	hiking	trails	with	numerous	miles	of	
unmarked	trails.	
	
	

Approximately	964,721	visitors	per	year:	
	
	
	
	
	
Eaton	Canyon	759,021	persons.	(2018	annual	attendance,	per	LA	Co.	Parks	/	
recreation)	
Millard	Canyon	estimated	45,000	persons	per	year.	
Arroyo	Seco	estimated	51,200	persons	per	year.	
Las	Flores	Canyon	109,500	



25 member team made up of the 
following: 
12 Reserve Deputies 
12 Civilian Volunteers             
1 full time Deputy Sheriff 
 

Team	on	call	24/7	
	
Weekly	Operation	
Leader	commitment	



Search	missions:			32	
Rescue	missions:					58	
Law	Enforcement	missions:		9	
Assist	other	teams	/	out	of	county:		13	
	

Total	missions	in	2016:				112	
	
Eaton	Canyon:		7		searches	&	30	rescues	
	
137	persons	rescued	with	3	dogs;	4	mountain	bikers										1	
death		
	
	



Search	missions:			25	
Rescue	missions:					59	
Law	Enforcement	missions:		16	
Assist	other	teams	/	out	of	county:		12	
	

Total	missions	in	2017:				112	
	

Eaton	Canyon:		6		searches	&	28	rescues	
	

107	persons	rescued	with	8	dogs;	4	mountain	bikers										
1	death		
	

Reasons	people	called:	
9	Overdoing	it	
9	Lost	in	darkness		
17	Off	trail		
9	Poor	trail	marking	
26	Medical	/	trip	and	fall	
4	Other	



Search	missions:			18	
Rescue	missions:					31	
Law	Enforcement	missions:		7	
Assist	other	teams	/	out	of	county:		4	
	

Total	missions	in	2018:				60	
	

Eaton	Canyon:			4	searches	&	9	rescues	
	

58	persons	rescued	with	3	dogs	1	human	death	
	

Reasons	people	called:	
7	Overdoing	it	
4	Lost	in	darkness		
8	Off	trail		
4	Poor	trail	marking	
15	Medical	/	trip	and	fall	
2	Other	



Search	missions:			6	
Rescue	missions:					11	
Law	Enforcement	missions:	4	
Assist	other	teams	/	out	of	county:		8	
	

Total	missions	in	2019	(as	of	05/03/19):	29	
	

Eaton	Canyon:			1	searches	&	9	rescues	
17		persons	rescued	with		1	dogs	1	human	death	
	

Reasons	people	called:	
8	Overdoing	it	
1	Lost	in	darkness		
3	Off	trail		
1	Poor	trail	marking	
2	Medical		
8	Trip	and	fall	
3	Other	



Questions?	Questions?	



7:30 PM –7:40 PM Update on 
Water in Altadena (after the rains) 

Melvin Matthews, General Manager, Kinneloa 
Irrigation District 



7:40 PM – 8:00 PM Devil's Gate 
Reservoir Restoration Project 

Update 

   –  Brittany Barker & Steve Burger LA 
County Public Works 



• QUESTIONS? 



Please be sure you 
signed in 

 
(if we already have your email 

address, we just need your name) 



Schedule for remaining 
ACONA Meetings 

2019 
  

•  September 24th 

•  November 26th 



55	

Thank you!  
Questions? 

 


