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Agenda for Tonight’s Meeting
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM

• 7:00 PM – 7:02 PM  Quick introductions and welcome

• 7:02 PM – 7:22 PM The "new" trash service and Altadena's organic waste 
Clark Ajwani Senior Civil Engineer, Los Angeles County Public Works
Matt Blackburn, Universal Waste Systems
John Gasparian Jr., American Reclamation

• 7:22 PM – 8:02 PM Nuccio property acquisition by Polytechnic School
John Bracker, Head of Polytehnic School
Lisa Wu,  Polytechnic’s Assistant Head of School, Enrollment & 

Strategic Initiatives
Holly Williams ,Land Use Consultant
Michael Bicay, President of AltadenaWILD

• 8:02  PM – 8:07  PM What topics you want in future ACONA meetings
- Nicholaus Arnzen, Altadena Town Council and ACONA Planning 

8:07  PM – 8:30  PM Q&A

• 8:30 PM   Meeting end



Your ACONA Team
- Elliot Gold - Holly Rundberg
- Nina Ehlig - Carlotta Martin
- Ellen Walton - Sussy Nemer
- Nicholaus Arnzen
- Captain Jabari Williams



The "new" trash service 
and Altadena's organic 

waste

Clark Ajwani Senior Civil Engineer,
Los Angeles County Public Works

Matt Blackburn, Universal Waste Systems
John Gasparian Jr., American Reclamation









New Law on Organic Waste (continued) 





Organic Waste 
Processing

Estimated Available 
Organic Waste 

Processing 
Capacity

Estimated Additional 
Organic Waste 

Processing Capacity 
Needed

Countywi
de

4.3 million tons 900,000 tons

CUC 394,000 tons 21,000 tons





3-Container System

Organic Waste RecyclablesSolid Waste

Green Container
Yard waste, food 

scraps, food soiled 
paper

Blue Container
Recyclable bottles, cans, 
paper, cardboard, some 
plastics

Black Container
Limited to solid 
waste that is not 

organic or recyclable



Universal Waste Services, Inc.



American Reclamation, Inc.



American Reclamation, Inc.





-John Bracker, Head of Polytehnic School
- Lisa Wu,  Polytechnic’s Assistant Head of 

School, Enrollment & Strategic Initiatives
- Holly Williams, Land Use Consultant

Nuccio property acquisition 
by Polytechnic School































































ACONA COMMUNITY 
QUESTIONS
Nic Arnzen
Since you asked…



Traffic safety - why not light up 4-way stop 
signs on Mendocino & Holliston like those at 
Altadena Drive & Allen
Traffic safety - why not light up 4-way stop signs on Mendocino & Holliston like those at Altadena 
Drive & Allen?

Response from Julian Garcia, Principal Engineer, LA County Public Works:

The County implemented LED stop signs at pilot locations throughout Los Angeles County, 
including at the intersection of Allen Avenue and Altadena Drive. A post-installation study was 
completed to evaluate these implementations, which found that there was no significant reduction in 
traffic collisions or driver approach speeds.  The data did show that the number of motorists coming 
to complete stops at the pilot locations improved.

Based on the results of the study, the County still deploys LED stop signs on a case-by-case basis at 
locations where the stop signs are not as readily apparent and would benefit from enhanced 
conspicuity.  These locations include abnormally wide stop-controlled intersections or where the 
visibility of the stop sign is limited due to the alignment of the roadway or presence of obstructions.  
The intersection of Mendocino Street and Holliston Avenue was recently evaluated for the 
implementation of LED stop signs and it did not meet the County’s current criteria for 
implementation.



How can we get more info on LA County's 
Climate Action Plan - Chief Sustainability Office 
and Community Wildfire Protection Ordinance -
Regional Planning?

https://planning.lacounty.gov/climate-action-and-sustainability/

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/657f9e1a-2651-462a-9729-
32d1c67b29fe/2022_Revised_Draft_Wildlife_Ordinance_Fact_She
et.pdf

https://planning.lacounty.gov/climate-action-and-sustainability/


3) How does Altadena Chamber of Commerce 
encourage new and different restaurants and 
businesses to come into town

Response from Judy Mathews: It is the mission of 
ACOC to offer support to the community, present 
programs for local businesses and assist new 
businesses coming into the community. ACOC 
provides access to valuable resources and can place 
potential businesses in contact with resources that will 
help navigate the permit resources.



Questions?



Next ACONA Meetings
• Sept. 26, 2023 Tuesday
• Nov. 29, 2023 Wednesday


